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vernours; they may assign their infelicity to that cause, as
the only remaining cause that is adequate to the effect.

If it be granted, my lords, that they may be mistaken
in their reasoning, it must be owned, that they are not
mistaken without probabilities on their side: it is probable
that the ministry must injure the publick interest when it
decays without any other visible cause; it is still more
probable, when it appears that among those whose station
enables them to enter into national inquiries, every man
imputes his calamities to the minister, who is not visibly
dependent on his favour. It becomes more probable, yet,
when it appears that it is the great business of the minister
to multiply dependencies, to list accomplices, and to cor-
rupt his judges.

At least, my lords, if it be granted, which, surely, can-
not be denied, that the people may be sensible of their
own miseries, it is their part to declare their sufferings,
and to apply to this house for relief, and it is our business
to discover the authors of them, and bring them to punish-
ment.

That the people are very loud and importunate in their
complaints, is daily evident; nor is it less apparent, that
their complaints are just; if, therefore, their miseries must
have an author, let the defenders of this gentleman point
out the man whom they may more properly accuse.

But, my lords, nothing is more evident, than that the
crimes and the criminal are equally known, that there is
one man predominant in his majesty's councils, and that
it has long been the practice of that man at once to op-
press and ridicule the people, to plunder them, and set
them at defiance.

Nothing is more known than that this man preteads to
a superiour knowledge, and exerts a superiour power in
the management of the publick revenues, and that they
have been so ill managed for many years, that the ex-
penses of peace have been almost equal to those of a most
vigorous and extensive war.

Nothing is more probable, than that most of the foreign
negotiations are conducted by his direction, nor more cer~